'IRAQ,
Pasha, Mr. Philby, representing the High Commissioner, Major
W. G. F. Wilson, Adviser of the Basra Liwa&nd Colonel J. H. F.
Lakin, representing the General Officer Commanding, had
been excellent.1 His reception elsewhere had been decidely
disappointing. At Ur Junction, the gathering from Nasiriya
had been small and cold. At Samawa, a large number of
shaikhs and tribesmen had turned out and at Diwaniya, the
audience had been fair, but there had been little enthusiasm.
At Karbala, the Indian Qaimmaqdm, who had little faith in
Arab self-government, had left the town the day before FaisaPs
arrival, without indicating the official attitude towards the
Amir. After an interview with the High Commissioner, how-
ever, he had returned to Karbala and attempted to make
suitable preparations, but there had been no spontaneity and
the 'Ulamd stood markedly aloof. At Najaf, the 'Ulama had
been reserved, if not hostile. At Tuwairiji and at Hilla,
however, Faisal had been more cordially received.2
At the capital, however, where he was greeted on his arrival
by the High Commissioner, his staff and a huge crowd of'Iraqi
notables, the enthusiasm of his welcome was reassuring. The
dense and cheering crowds which filled the capital, bedecked
with the Sharifian colours, green, red, and black, gave addi-
tional proof that the city accepted him.3 The ovation given him
the next day at Kadhimain, where he prayed in the mosque
according to the Shi'a rite, was as remarkable as that of
Baghdad.
The enthusiasm of these receptions, regarding which his
1 Basrah Times, June 24th, 2£th; Al-'Iraq and Baghdad Times, June 27th,
1931. The Baghdad and Basra Committees were not present when Faisal
arrived. They had gone down stream to meet the Northbrook> but they failed to
recognize it until too late,
a The lack of enthusiasm and of adequate preparations in the Lower and
Middle Euphrates areas was probably not unrelated to the predilection of the
Adviser to the Ministry of Interior, who was in charge of making arrangements,
for a republic and with his subsequent relinquishment of office in early July.
Commuiuqut, Al-'Iraq, July 7th, 1921; also Cox, Sir P. 2/.: 'Historical Summary*
in Bell, op. cit., p. 528.
8 Baghdad Ttmes, June soth, 1921.
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